Upland Snake Species Profile:
Mole Kingsnake

Lampropellis calligaster
rhombomaculata
and South Florida Mole
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\) { - - g K Conservation: The mole kingsnake has been
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e o ™ Louisiana and is thought to be rare in Florida. A lack
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Tt difficult to determine the status of populations in

Range: The mole kingsnake can be found from
other areas.

Maryland and Virginia west to Tennessee and south
to South Carolina, Georgia, Mississippi and eastern
Louisiana. Populations of this species can also be
found in isolated locations throughout Florida.
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Natural History: Mole kingsnakes prefer open
habitats, such as savannas, meadows, fields,
pasture edges and open woodlands. Due to its
secretive nature, little is known regarding the biology
of this species, but they are thought to be active most

of the year in the southern portions of its range while

they overwinter in road embankments, rock ledges GOPHER TC:'FRTO|SE COUNCIL
and rodent burrows farther north. Males may c/o Florida Museum of
establish a dominance system during the mating Natural History

season, perhaps to control access to females.
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This species has been observed actively hunting and . .
searching for prey, primarily rodents and lizards, but GEIHESVIHE, FL 32611-7800
they have also been observed attempting to ambush www.gophertortoisecouncil.org

animals as they pass. Although they feed on a wide
variety of prey animals, small mammals are the
predominant item.
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